The Teaching Reading Sourcebook, Updated Second Edition combines the best features of an academic text and a practical hands-on teacher's guide. It is an indispensable resource for teaching reading and language arts to both beginning and older struggling readers. 
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A B O U T T H E T E A C H I N G R E A D I N G S O U R C E B O O
R E S O U R C E S
The Resources section provides reproducible sample texts, activity masters,and teaching charts designed to be used in conjunction with sample lesson models.Sample texts include literary and informational texts that provide a context for explicit instruction.
S A M P L E L E S S O N M O D E L S
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To figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word that you come across while reading: 
Look for Context Clues
T H E V O C A B U L A R Y S T R A T E G Y
he franco family loves to be outdoors. They spend almost every weekend camping. Fay Franco adores camping more than anything. She will even pitch her tent in the backyard just to sleep outside. Fay has been to lots of campground s. Mar Vista Shores is her favorite. The campsites are in the tall trees. Each spot has a beach view.
At Mar Vista Shores, noisy birdcalls wake Fay early. She hears loud squawking and jumps up for breakfast. Then she packs a picnic. Fay and her dad drive to the trailhead. It is the place where the hiking trails start. They choose a path to take. Dad carries a daypack. It holds a first aid kit, sweatshirts, food, and water. The path leads sharply uphill to a waterfall. It is a steep climb! They hungrily devour their lunch by the riverbank. From the rocks, Fay can watch the water plummet over the cliff.
In the afternoon, Fay and her mom go to the seashore. Mom is a rock hound. She hunts for neat-looking stones. Fay makes sandcastles. Using wet sand, she builds high walls and towers. Sometimes she pokes around the tidepools. She looks for crabs and starfish in the rocks along the beach.
At dinnertime, the Franco family usually has a sunset cookout. They light a campfire. They roast hotdogs. The sky turns pink over the water. Nighttime falls. Fay gets into her sleeping bag. She looks up to see the stars twinkle overhead.
Fay thinks that weekend campouts are almost perfect. The only flaw comes when it is time to go home. Correlation: Sourcebook Sample Lesson Models to Common Core State Standards 
Week end Camp out
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The Reading Deficit L iteracy is an essential skill needed to participate in today's world. Whether we are reading a ballot, a map, a train schedule, a driver's test, a job application, a text message, a label on a medicine container, or a textbook, reading is required to fully function in our society. Unfortunately, an enormous proportion of young citizens cannot read well enough to adequately function or to expand their knowledge about the world. This situation is especially distressing because we now know that the majority of students can learn to read regardless of their backgrounds (Lyon 2002).
The State of Reading Today
The focus on learning to read has never been greater. The latest National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) indicates that fourth-and eighth-grade reading scores are abysmally low. According to the achievement-level results in reading, 68 percent of fourth graders and 68 percent of eighth graders scored at or below the basic level of reading achievement.
Democracy... can survive and flourish only with a literate citizenry. 
-T H O M A S J E F F E R S O N
T H E B I G P I C T U R E
NAEP
The Big Picture
Common Core State Standards
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers 2010) are the culmination of an extended, broad-based effort to create the next generation of K-12 standards to help ensure that all students are college and career ready in literacy no later than the end of high school. The Standards aim to be research and evidence based, aligned with college and work expectations, rigorous, and internationally benchmarked. Until now, most states have had their own set of English language arts standards, meaning public education students at the same grade level in different states have been expected to achieve at different levels. It is believed that common standards will provide more clarity about and consistency in what is expected of student learning across the country. They will allow states to share information effectively and will help provide all students with an equal opportunity for an education that will prepare them to go to college or enter the workforce, regardless of where they live.
What's Not Working?
With all this focus on reading and education, one might wonder why scores have not dramatically changed for the better. Research suggests that using ineffective teaching methods along with instructional strategies that are without "enough research evidence" limit student mastery of essential skills and new concepts (Rosenshine 2012; Moats 2007; Sweet 2004) . For example, even though extensive research clearly shows that students, regardless of their learning difficulties, reach higher and faster achievement with systematic and explicit instruction, this type of instruction is still not always used (Gill and Kozloff 2004) .
T H E B I G P I C T U R E
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Sources of Reading Failure
Neurological factors (brain metabolism)
Familial factors (environment)
Socioeconomic factors (poverty)
Instructional factors (teaching)
Educational standards help teachers ensure their students have the skills and knowledge they need to be successful by providing clear goals for student learning. 
-C O M M O N C O R E S T A T E S T A N D A R D S I N I T I A T I V E ,
Qualitative Measures of Text Complexity
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